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Time to face up to the ethical challenges of AD researchTime to face up to the ethical challenges of AD researchTime to face up to the ethical challenges of AD researchTime to face up to the ethical challenges of AD researchTime to face up to the ethical challenges of AD research

This is not the end of trying interventions that manipulate the immune system in an effort to treat AD.  There
are other potentially promising interventions.  But in light of the experience with AN-1792, how will we
design and conduct these trials?  Specifically, are the potential benefits still worth pursuing, or do we think
that pursuing immune system interventions is too risky?  The fundamental issue here is deciding what kinds
of risks are acceptable in the pursuit of new treatments.  And if we do decide to continue this line of research,
how will we enroll patients in it?  In particular, the community of researchers and patients and their caregiv-
ers needs to decide whether we will enroll patients who are not competent but can simply assent to enroll-
ment.  Regardless of the choice we make, we will need to come up with an acceptable way to determine that
a patient is or is not competent to enroll.  We all want to discover a definitive treatment, but we should do
this in a way that does not violate our fundamental values.

continued on Page 8
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