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Are the Sixers better
off without Iverson?

SPORTS That’s one of the
questions posed to Metro’s
Writers’ Roundtable. Also on
this week’s agenda: Bonds’
reality show, LeBron’s tights
and the Eagles’ Pro Bowl long
snapper. MORE , P/24
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Chaos at Saddam trial

Defendant, lawyer ejected from courtroom in debut of new judge

BAGHDAD A new judge cracked
down yesterday in a chaotic session
of Saddam Hussein’s trial, order-
ing a co-defendant and a lawyer
expelled from the courtroom. The
entire defense team left in protest
and Saddam was escorted out after
a shouting match in which he
yelled, “Down with America!”

Despite the turmoil, chief judge
Raouf Rasheed Abdel-Rahman
pushed ahead, replacing the defense
lawyers with court-appointed attor-
neys and hearing three prosecution
witnesses before adjourning the
trial until later this week.

It was Abdel-Rahman’s first ses-
sion at the helm, replacing a jurist
who stepped down amid criticism
that he was not doing enough to

SADDAM LEAVES TRIAL

=< * Protesting his half-brother’s
expulsion and shouting “Down
with traitors” and “Down with
America,” Saddam got into a heat-
ed argument with the judge, reject-
ing the court-appointed lawyers
and demanding to leave.

e When the judge ordered guards
to remove him, Saddam became
indignant, saying he was choosing
to go. AP

Abdel-Rahman wasted little time
in distinguishing himself from his
predecessor, Rizgar Mohammed
Amin, telling the court that anyone

stop Saddam and his half brother,
co-defendant Barzan Ibrahim, from
dominating the trial with frequent
outbursts and disruptions.

who broke the rules would be
thrown out.

The session, which was the first
since Dec. 22, rapidly degenerated
into chaos. Ibrahim called the
court “the daughter of a whore”
and refused to sit down. Abdel-Rah-
man ordered him removed, and
Ibrahim scuffled with two guards
before they dragged him out of the
courtroom.

Then defense lawyer Salih al-
Armouti was forcibly removed
from the court for yelling at Abdel-
Rahman. The entire defense team
walked out in protest.

Protesting Ibrahim’s expulsion,
Saddam argued with the judge and

was removed. HAMZA HENDAWI
Associated Press

YEAR OF THE DOG

THE YEAR OF THE DOG began Saturday night with the ringing in of the Chinese New Year. Spectators celebrated
yesterday with a parade in Philadelphia’s Chinatown, complete with fireworks. It is the year 4703, according to the

Chinese lunar calendar, and celebrations will continue throughout the next two weeks.

H. RUMPH JR./AP

ABC news
team hurt
inlraq

explosion

IRAQ “World News Tonight” co-
anchor Bob Woodruff and a cam-
eraman were seriously injured yes-
terday when the Iraqi Army vehi-
cle they were traveling in was
attacked with an explosive device.

Both journalists
suffered head
injuries, and Wood-
ruffalso has broken
bones. They were in
stable condition fol-
lowing surgery at a
U.S. military hospi-
tal in Iraq, and due
to be evacuated to
medical facilities in
Germany, probably
overnight, said ABC
News  President
David Westin.

Woodruff and
Doug Vogt were
embedded with the
4th Infantry Divi-
sion and traveling in a convoy with
U.S.and Iraqi troops 12 miles north
of Baghdad.

ABC usually stations one of the
anchors in the studio while the other
is doing reports from the field.  ap

WOODRUFF
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BEER’S RACY LABEL CAUSES STIR

The microbrewery calls it “cutting-edge artwork.” But a few
distributors are refusing to sell a Pennsylvania brew called
“Hedonism,” or are wrapping the cases they do sell in plain
brown paper, because of its risque package design. “I sent it
back because of the graphics,” said Bob Dano, who owns Engle-
side Beverage Mart in Lancaster. The cartoon image shows

bare-torsoed characters kissing and caressing.

DATA

13

Number of allegations of child
neglect that were called into New
Jersey’s Division of Youth and Family
Services, but not entered into the system. The

reports were investigated and the children are

AP now OK.

AP

GOV. ED RENDELL

Super Bowl
pushes back
budget speech

PENNSYLVANIA Gov.Ed Ren-
dell will introduce his state
budget a day later than
planned to accommodate
Pittsburgh Steelers fans trav-
eling to the Super Bowl.
Rendell was scheduled to
deliver his budget address to
the Legislature on Feb. 7, but
asked legislative leaders Fri-
day to postpone it a day. The
Steelers play the Seattle Sea-
hawks on Feb. 5 in Detroit.
State lawmakers reluc-
tantly went along with Ren-
dell’s idea — even though a

similar

request

igranted Is Rendell too
ast year

didn’t focused on

work out  sports?

sowell for

Philadel- letters@metro.us

phia

Eagles fans who journeyed to
Jacksonville, Fla., for the
Super Bowl. The Eagles lost.

“We don’t view it as being
a big deal, but we hope he
doesn’t jinx the Steelers the
way he did the Eagles last
year,” said Steve MacNett,
the Senate Republicans’
general counsel.

House Republican
spokesman Steve Miskin
echoed that concern about
the request being tanta-
mount to the kiss of death
for the black-and-gold’s
hopes of capturing a fifth
NFL championship.

“He better not have jinxed
this,” Miskin said. “The Steel-
ers were unstoppable.”  ap

Frist: Schiavo’s
enduring lesson

PENNSYLVANIA Senate
Majority Leader Bill Frist,
who took a leading role in
the Terry Schiavo case, said
yesterday it taught him that
Americans do not want the
government involved in
such end-of-life decisions.
Schiavo was raised in the
Philadelphia suburb of
Huntingdon Valley. AP

Hospitals to track gun injuries

Data will be used in fight against spate of youth violence in Philadelphia
TheProgam

o TRACKING GUN VIOLENCE: Three Philadelphia hospitals will
gather detailed information on young gunshot victims,
including types of guns used, involvement of drugs, and
relationship between shooter and victim.

o THE GOAL: To find ways to reduce gun violence in
Philadelphia and beyond, and to better assist victims.

o THE COST OF VIOLENCE: In addition to the human toll, gun-
related injuries accounted for 4,777 hospitalizations in
Pennsylvania from 2001 to 2003, at an average annual cost of
$127 million, a state report found. AP

PHILADELPHIA Pennsylva-
nia health officials are work-
ing with three city hospitals
on a system that will track
gunshot injuries among
young people in an effort to
identify trends, better assist
victims and prevent vio-
lence.

Hospitals currently have
their own protocols and pro-
grams for suspected child
abuse victims, for example,
but nothing similar exists in
Pennsylvania for gunshot
victims.

“Clearly this is something
that needs to go beyond tak-

ing care of the wound and
taking out the stitches,” said
Rose Cheney, executive
director of the University of
Pennsylvania’s Firearm &
Injury Center, one of the
groups spearheading the
program. “The long-term
potential is for it to continue
to give us increasingly better
information for addressing
this complex problem.”
The Pennsylvania Injury
Reporting and Intervention
System will collect informa-
tion on gun-related injuries
for people 15 to 24 years old
— the group state officials

say is most susceptible to
gun violence. The data will
be used by state, local and
community organizations to

identify trends, focus on
how prevention programs
are working, and develop
new programs that will ben-

efit the victims and their
families.

Three Philadelphia trau-
ma centers will take part in
the pilot program, slated to
begin in about five weeks:
the Hospital of the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania, Temple
University Hospital, and
Albert Einstein Medical Cen-
ter.

They were chosen because
they see a high volume of
firearm-related injuries in
their emergency rooms,
Cheney said.

JOANN LOVIGLIO
Associated Press
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REGGIE BAILEY, LEFT, and Jessica Herndon, center, listen to Herndon’s cousin Chris Powell as they pass time during their commute from Philadelphia to New Britain.
Herndon is among a growing number of employees in the Philadelphia region who reverse-commute, traveling against the traditional traffic flow to get to their jobs.

Commuting against the grain

A growing number
live in city, but work
in the suburbs.

PHILADELPHIA Up before
dawn, changing buses three
times, spending 9o minutes
a day getting to work — city
commuters do it all for jobs
in the suburbs.

When Jessica Herndon
scanned the classified sec-
tion of the newspaper for a
job a few months ago, she
didn’t bother looking for
work mnear her North
Philadelphia neighborhood.

To find a job making more
than $6 an hour, she knew
shed have to commute to the
suburbs, even if it meant a
longer day, she said.

“I'stopped looking for jobs
in the city a long time ago,”
said Herndon, 25. The lack
of high-paying jobs forces
many of her friends, rela-

tives and neighbors out of
the city for work, she said.
“Unless you want to make
minimum wage at fast food,
you’re in the suburbs,”
Herndon said.

During the week, she’s up
before dawn to give herself
plenty of time to walk to the
Fern Rock train station,
where she picks up the
SEPTA Rs train and rides for
90 minutes to her mail-sort-
ing job at Vertis, a New
Britain packaging plant.

The travel time is worth it,
she said, for an $8.50-an-hour
job and the chance to get
benefits and a raise in six
months.

Herndon is among a grow-
ing number of employees in
this region who reverse-com-
mute, traveling against the
traditional traffic flow to get
to their jobs.

Transportation systems
were designed with one

direction in mind, primarily
to move people from the sub-
urbs to the city for work.

Now, a big chunk of the
region’s jobs are in the sub-
urbs, shifting traffic patterns
and forcing planners and
industries to plan around
two economic realities:

* Businesses in the sub-
urbs are in dire need of
lower-wage employees.

e A growing number of
Philadelphia residents,
many of whom don’t own
cars, need jobs.

Steve Noll, Bucks County
TMA deputy director, said
the region has qualified for
federal dollars earmarked to
expand reverse commuting
options. A federal grant
helped launch a shuttle bus
in 2002 to get Philadelphia
commuters from suburban
train stations to their jobs.

MARION CALLAHAN
The Intelligencer via AP
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friend Reggie Bailey wait in the cold for their train at the Fern

Rock station in Philadelphia.





