
To tour Pennsylvania Hospital, founded in 1751 
as the nation’s first hospital, is to be immersed in
Philadelphia history. Although the hospital is a 
leading clinical and research institution today, it still
contains many carefully preserved examples of art
and architecture that hail back to the city’s colonial
past, including the following:

The Pine Building

The Nation’s First Surgical Amphitheater

Historic Library

Notable Paintings and Artifacts

Physic Garden



Pennsylvania Hospital is now offering 

45-minute guided tours of the hospital so 

visitors can fully appreciate and hear the 

stories behind this great Philadelphia 

institution. Please note the following:

Tour Times
Thursdays and Fridays at 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM. 
Tours must be scheduled in advance by calling 215-829-3370
between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM on weekdays or by leaving a
message after hours. Visitors will receive an e-mail confirmation
if tours are reserved more than a week in advance. Custom
tours are available by special arrangement.

Suggested donations
$4.00 per person
Please make out checks to “Pennsylvania Hospital Historic
Collections”. Tours on the last Friday of every month are free,
but these tours must also be scheduled in advance. Checks 
can be mailed to Pennsylvania Hospital Historic Collections, 
3 Pine East, 800 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107. 

Self-guided tours
Visitors are also welcome to peruse the historic areas on their
own from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM on weekdays. Tour guides can
be purchased in the hospital gift shop, on the first floor of the
Preston Building near the main entrance, for $2.00.

Accessibility 
Please note that the Pine Building is not fully handicapped-
accessible and offers limited elevator access. 

About Pennsylvania Hospital
Pennsylvania Hospital — the nation’s first — was founded in 1751 
by Benjamin Franklin and Dr. Thomas Bond. Today, the 515-bed acute
care facility offers a full-range of diagnostic and therapeutic medical
services and is a major teaching and clinical research institution. 
With a national reputation in areas such as orthopaedics, cardiac 
care, vascular surgery, neurosurgery, otorhinolaryngology (ENT) and
urology as well as obstetrics, high-risk maternal and fetal services,
neonatology, and behavioral health, the campus also includes specialty
treatment centers such as the Joan Karnell Cancer Center, the Center
for Bloodless Medicine and Surgery and the Penn Neurological 
Institute. The hospital has over 25, 000 admissions each year, including
over 4,600 births. Pennsylvania Hospital is located in the historic 
Society Hill district of Philadelphia. 
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