
What is it? 
Health equity means that everyone has a fair opportunity to live a healthy life. To achieve 
health equity, we must eliminate unequal treatment within our health system as well as the 
unequal outcomes and/or burdens of disease.

Why is it important? 
Everyone deserves to receive the best possible care and have the same opportunities to achieve 
optimal health, regardless of their race/ethnicity, socioeconomic status, gender identity, 
disability status, religion, primary language, and/or sexual orientation.

We know that unequal treatment exists due to institutional and structural oppression, along with 
provider unconscious bias that influences the way we deliver care. Due to similar biases outside our 
health system walls, there is also unequal access to care and unequal overall health.

What can you do?
• Approach all patients with respect, cultural humility, and the understanding that each and

every encounter with a patient is a negotiation between your worldview and theirs.
• Do not assume you provide the same high-quality care to all patients. Examine your data and

check to see if you are routinely providing the same care to all.
• Slicer Dicer is a self-serve data tool that is embedded into PennChart and can serve as a first

look at data to determine potential trends and additional data needs.
• For education on Slicer Dicer, access the myPennDataStore-Analytics Storefront and
click on the “Education” module. You can also review the Quick Start Guide for Slicer Dicer.

Learn More:
 • View the Health Equity Module trailer here.
• View the Health Equity Module here.
• Watch this video that explains systemic racism and inequality.

Register for Events!

In celebration of Health Equity Week, visit the Health Equity Week website to    
view a list of events focused on advancing health equity through innovative solutions. 
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https://uphsnet.uphs.upenn.edu/AnalyticsStorefront
https://uphsnet.uphs.upenn.edu/AnalyticsStorefront/MicroVideos/Index
http://accesspoint.uphs.upenn.edu/sites/ISEducation/Shared%20Documents/Reporting/PennChart%20SlicerDicer%20Quick%20Start.pdf
https://players.brightcove.net/4813506971001/experience_5d4b2c3310a57000235ae3aa/share.html
https://upenn.plateau.com/learning/user/learning/launchOnlineContentFromLearningPlan.do?OWASP_CSRFTOKEN=TM51-CSDF-MPIM-KVZ5-M2DT-24C7-CT8I-VML9&revisionDateMilliseconds=1553281020000&componentID=HS.00001.ITEM.CHEA&componentTypeID=COURSE&fromSF=Y&revisionDate=1553281020000&menuGroup=Learning&fromDeepLink=true&menuItem=Cur&actionName=launchContent
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrHIQIO_bdQ
https://www.uphs.upenn.edu/hew/hewregistration
https://www.uphs.upenn.edu/hew/hewregistration



